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Innovations with Digitized Newspapers



@TeachingLC

Welcome!

Please introduce yourself in 
the chat. Tell us
• Your name
• Where you are from
• What you teach



@TeachingLC

What could the dots on this map represent?



@TeachingLC

Overview: 

1. What is included in the Chronicling America database?

2. What innovative tools exist for searching this collection?

3. How can these innovative tools be used to inspire and 

answer questions in the classroom? 



@TeachingLC

Chronicling America

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/








Would you purchase Quaker 
Oats? Why or why not?

Record your thoughts in the chat. 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1911-02-26/ed-1/seq-38/#date1=1770&index=7&rows=20&words=Oatmeal+oatmeal&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1963&proxtext=oatmeal&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1


Does this advertisement 
change your opinion? Why or 
why not? 

Record your thoughts in the chat. 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1958-10-12/ed-1/seq-145/#date1=1770&sort=relevance&rows=20&words=oatmeal+Oatmeal&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=10&state=&date2=1963&proxtext=oatmeal&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=2


What do you notice about these 2 advertisements? 
What questions do you have?

1911 Washington Evening Star 1959 Washington Evening Star



@TeachingLC

Possible Questions: 

• Has the scientific content changed over time?
• Is the scientific content accurate?
• Has our understanding of nutrition changed over time?
• Did the political or social climate of the time affect the 

advertisements? 
• Were these advertisements viewed by people across the 

country? Why or why not? 
• Why was this “mascot” chosen for Quaker Oats? 



@TeachingLC

Could data visualizations help?

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


@TeachingLC

Were these advertisements viewed by people 
across the country? Why or why not? 

https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=3c6a392554d545bdb1c083348ef56458&center=-97.5126;39.6376&level=3


@TeachingLC

Were these advertisements viewed by people 
across the country? Why or why not? 



@TeachingLC

Were these advertisements viewed by people 
across the country? Why or why not? 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/chronicling.america/viz/ChroniclingAmericaEthnicPressCoverageMap/ethnicity_map


@TeachingLC

Innovative ways to explore historic collections

• LC Labs (labs.loc.gov)

• Innovators in Residence

• Digital Scholarship 

Priorities:

• Reduce barriers to innovation

• Explore emerging approaches

• Gather wide ranging expertise

https://labs.loc.gov/
https://labs.loc.gov/


Searching Images with Newspaper Navigator: 

https://news-navigator.labs.loc.gov/search


@TeachingLC

Possible Questions: 

• Has the scientific content changed over time?
• Is the scientific content accurate?
• Has our understanding of nutrition changed over time?
• Did the political or social climate of the time affect the 

advertisements? 
• Were these advertisements viewed by people across the 

country? Why or why not? 
• Why was this mascot chosen for Quaker Oats? 



Why was this mascot chosen for Quaker Oats? 
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Why was this mascot chosen for Quaker Oats? 



Why was this mascot chosen for Quaker Oats? 



Why was this mascot chosen for Quaker 
Oats? 



@TeachingLC

Innovative questions teachers have considered 
with their students: 

• How has the information surrounding a historical event 
changed over several days? 

• How have events, individuals or groups been viewed 
through different perspectives? 

• What was everyday life like during the time of a certain 
historic event? 

• What biases exist in the coverage of an event? 
• How have advertisements changed over time? 



How has information surrounding a historical 
event changed over time?  

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/alphabetical-order


How have events, individuals or groups been viewed 
through different perspectives?  

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2023/02/searching-african-american-newspapers-in-chronicling-america/
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2022/12/searching-native-american-newspapers-in-chronicling-america/


@TeachingLC

Questions?



@TeachingLC

Available Resources to Understand how Newspaper 
Navigator was Created 

• Recorded Webinar with Benjamin Charles Germain Lee

• Newspaper Navigator Dataset

• Newspaper Navigator GitHub

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRfkFlbhb2g
https://news-navigator.labs.loc.gov/
https://github.com/LibraryOfCongress/newspaper-navigator
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